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TO AN 


ADDRESS 


OF THE 


Grand Jurors, 


(as ſaid ) of the City of 


BRISTOL: 


To the General Seſli ons of the Peace ; 


Offered alſo to Conſideration. 


Printed 1 N- 430 


: The Publiſher. 


OR my own Satisfadtion, aud of ſome others 
my Friends, I procur d a Copy of theſe Pa- 

| pers, and reſery'd it by me for ſome time . 
aor had they now been publiſhed, but that T heard 
from Briſtol , how the ſame Foreman and others 
the Grand Furors, whoſe Addreſs is here examin'd 
( ſuch is the ſcarcity of perſons in that City fit to 
ſerve the Deſign ) are again ſummon'd ; and that 
thoſe of them, who are prevaiÞ'd with to ſerwe, do 
now threaten not only to windicate their former 
ASGings , but to attempt ſomething of an higher ' 
| nature againſt the Government of the place and 
Magiſtrates, as well as ot 10 : whether thus 
may further irritate or allay their former Heats T 
cannot divine ; yet may it not be amiſs that the 
Colluſion be deteSied ; which if done, though not 
ſo fully as could be wiſh'd, I ſhall, T hope, deſerve 
thy Pardon. 


A Sober ANSWER to an Addreſs of 
the Grand Furors, &c. 


Worthy Sir, 


Have latcly-met with ſomething in Print, that calls it ſelf A# 
Addreſs of the Grand Furors of the City of Briſtol to the Gene- 

ral Seſſions of the Peace there aſſembled ; and the ſirangeneſs 

' of the thing, and of what it promiſes in the Title-page ( for 
Thad not ſeen any thing of that kind, much leſs import, made. 
publick before )) drew-me on with others, our common Friends 
who were then accidentally together, to give it a peruſal. And: 
the more we read , the more ground of wonderment we ſaw at: 
the odd kind of Humour. it diſcover*d throughout; Some of the 
Company, whom you know to bea little more ſaoguine and faceti- 
ous, and had diſpos'd. their thoughts to more pleaſant Idea's, 
burſt forth into a -loud Laughter, and would have perſwaded 
themſelves and us, that the whole was a: deſign of mirth, or a Co- 
mical Plot, only meant to render the Jurors , and together that 
Auguſt City ( for it they would repreſent, and call themſelves the 
Grand Furors for. the body. thereof ) [not a little ridicalous .; But 
that conceit was rejected , becauſe of the Allowance with which 
at the foot of that page it is ſaid to be printed, Others there- 
upon were pleaſed to entertain us with more ſerious diſcourſe 
and becauſe it ſeems very ſolemaly offered to confideration, ( how 
bxmbly 1 cannot ſay ) they made bold to interpret it a matter of 


weight and moment 3 and ſome, pretending to a greater in-ſight 


into contrivances of this nature, and an acquaintance with the 
poſture of affairs in that Place, ( though not ſubjed& to the fears 
and jealoufies ( the Jurors are made ſay) that they are daily in) pre- 
ſently reported it anothes Trojan Horſe, big with miſchict; being. 
fram*d on purpoſe,and to be managed by a certain crafty Sinox, to 
pull down the City- Wall, and to disfranchiſe and deprive the Cor- 
poration- of its Charter, and lay it level with the neighbouring 
Counties. To this, though I know it's the common talk of ſuch 
who have more reaſon to enquire into,and underſtand,and be ary” 
rum'd - 


+ 
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rut*d'thiereat, than have any of us, I ſhall ſay no more 3” only, 


| we all admir'd how it became poſſible, in a place of ſuch Trade, 


and that ſwarms with Diſſenters, to cull out ſo many men, fit to 
be Jurors, who would not themſelves be concern'd, and that 
deeply, in the overthrow; and whoſe neareſt Relations would not 
| be reach'd by the execution of the Laws againſt Phanaticks. As for 
Papiſts, that we believed a meer blind, added to amuſe the world 
for none of us had heard;that any one of that Tribe has been now 
proſecuted 3 nor are there many (as we have heard ) in the City: 
And this gave us further occaſion of admiring, by what Principles 
theſe Jurors were acted 3 and what could prevail with men of any 
Brains, and influenc'd ( as they ſay ) by their Oaths of Burgeſſes, 
thus evidently to undermine their own Rights, and together vio- 
late that very Oath they pretend to regard: Surely theſe Phana- 
ticks are a ſad ſort of peopte, of a very different complexion from 
| what they appear in other parts of the Nation. that it's thus 
worth the while to ſubvert the Priviledges, and hazard the deſo- 
lation of that flouriſhing City, that they alſo may be involved in 
the common Calamity. Whilſt we were thus debating,and very un- 
certain how-to underſtand it,an Expedient is thought on, whence 
ſome ſatisfaCtion is by all expeded ; and you mult be requefted 
to make ſome enquiry for us, what this Jury was ? how qualified ? 
how choſen? and whether it be uſual ? or that they really made 
any ſuch Addreſs ? for that is doubted. And now you ſee the 
true Reaſon of all that trouble-this Letter has, or ſhall further 
create you 3 for they knowing my acquaintance with you, and 
yours with the place; that you delight, to inform your ſelf of what 
occurs worth notice, and others of what you have obſerved or 
learnt,and that you had had a particular account, conſtantly tranſ- 
mitted,of what has therein been done or happened; they enjoyned/ 


[mein revenge of the trouble this Addreſs had by my means given 


them,to give you a greaterzand to ſollicite you by Letter to vouch- 
ſafe us ſome account of the particulars above-mentioned, whereby 
you will oblige ſeveral of your Friends, but none more than, &c. 


Honoured Sir, 


:Qur Letter came ſafe to Hands , and brought with it the 4d- 
dreſs, or rather InveCive, printed (as it ſays ) with Allowanee; 
wherein you are -pleas'd- to defire, ( and your defizes multi with 
i mc 


Of this ſee 
the Pro- 
ſcript, 


(69 


me have the force of a Command ): to give an: account ofthe Ju= | 


rors, and their Qualifications, haw choſen, and whether any fuck 
Addreſs were preſentcd at the S.flions. Sir, You know my oc+ 
caſjons often call me-to that City , and wy gencral converſe has 
enabled me, I muſt confeſs, to give youu, as fuppos'd , ( at leatt 
with the Afifiance of my Carrcſpondents ) ſome tolerable ac- 
count of that Aﬀairz which I muſi not. therefore refuſe,. though 
in ſome particulars.not ſo tully as you may expe. That fome- 
thing then of that nature, and I believe the very ſame, was pre- 
{ented.I have been credibly inform'd : But that it was done with 


the conſent of all thoſe, whoſe names. are printed in the Rear | 


thereof, is very much doubted 3 Ic being 'contiantly averrcd, that 
more than one,and thoſe the moſt contiderable retufe ro ſubſcribe 
it, and of the others, : that a great number never knew what were, 
its Contents til] read in Court. How this Jury was pack*d toge- 
ther, though there are ſome who tell me, there was foul play 
us'd; and that ( if judged convenient )-they areable to prove 
as much, and by whom I ſhall torbear to mention. As alſo what 
a bad character is *uſually given of the Foreman, and of. thoſe 
other of his Brethren who were of the Caball in this contrivance. 
Herein I muſt be enforced to beg your Excuſez and the rather, 
becauſe I have met with ſome who ſtick not to affert, that this In* 
vective was not the proper Work of the Jurors themſelves, but 
theBiſhop, who was obſerv*d to expect it with ſome impatience on 
the Bench, to exult at'its being read in Cort, to give it a brisk Ex- 
comium, and with whoſe good Language it well accords to be 
more than privy thereuntoz and that it was compos'd by a fain'd 
Attorney, and the prime Informer ( next his Lordſhip, who if he 
will be one, muſt be the chicf ) whom you ſeem to imitate by your 
ſubtil $ixoz 3 yet in conjunQion, with two or three more forward 

perſons of the Furors, who have diftin- 


The firſt notice of that Title was from a guiſhed themſelves by the names of the 
Letter written by this Informer to a Va-- TRUE.HEARTS. That pleonaſm 3 


the Diflenrers, andy verfary 19 Route, Riots, and breaches of the Kings 
municated to others of the Gang, who are P£4ce 3 which ( though it ſigniftes. juſt 
. __ Ge of the Jurors by the name of nothing but matter of form ) is uſual 

18/140 edrts, 


with men of his Profeſſion made him 
firſt ſuſpected to be the Author, and 
thence led them to compare it with the Letter mentioned in the 
Margin to one of his Intimates, and of the Fxrors the moſt da- 
Ting 3 
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| rings which confirm®d them in that ſuſpicion 3 and that further 
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caafed them to call to mind, that the leading men of the Cabal 
were all his efpecial Confidents 3 and that he was obſerved to be 
frequently with them, at their Tavern-Clzbs, and at their Elbows 
at every turn, as if he had been their good or evil Genius z Or, as 


ifthat-great wheel, like the Orbs above, could not move without 


this Intelligence. His men alſo, they ſaw, made a trade of tranſcri- 
bing and ſelling Copies, doubtleſs to their Maſters advantage, 
which infers an acknowledged propricty : He was obſerved alſo 
when he gloricd in the Feats that already were, or but expected 
to be done thereby, that he always uſed the word Ie, thereby in- 
cluding himſelf among the number of thoſe who compoſed it 3 
and he might very well have excluded all, who defignedly ſubſcri-- 


.| bed it; for they who know them much better than I do, are of 


opinion , that if all their noddles had been jumbled together they 
could not have hammerred out any. one period of what is now 
printed; and which was thought rather a Remonſtrance than Pre- 
ſentment, but muſt now forſooth be called an Addreſs > nay, that if 
a little Catechifed about it, theſe truly TRUE-HEARTS cannot to 
this day account for the Exgliſh thereof : And yet beyond all this, 
there are other arguments to evince, that he was the undoubted 
Author ; and let him have the Honour of this great Atchive- . 
ment 3 

This Remonſtrance then, TaveFive, or what elſe they would have 
it called, being lodged with him, who-was its compoſer, I may, I 
ſuppoſe, with leſs offence, preſume to unravel and refute it 3 and 
this, I hope will be toas good purpoſe, and as fatisfaGory to you 
and others, as if I had given you a particular account, how well 
the Fmrors were qualified for the ſervice, and what Leger-de-main 
was uſed in ſhuffling them togetherz and a task not altogether 
ſo unbecoming and unpleaſant : In order whereanto I ſhall not 
undertake to tranfcribe and inſert the whole 3 nor need I, it being 


5 Jalready you know in print, and to be read ſeparately when you 


pleaſe: Andyet;becauſe it is of that miſchievous nature, that it 
deſerves to be well and heedfully conſidered, I ſhall only lop off 
ſome little excreſcexcies, negle& other bombalt rautolofies, and ſo 
contraCting it into ſomewhat a narrower compaſs, ( but not ſo 
as to omit any paſſage of weight, nay not a word willingly, that 
has an Emphaſis ) ſhall thence give it a more expedite diſpatch. 
Nor ſhall T here detain 'you long in what he is pleaſed to report 


BUYe, - 
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gave the firſt motion to this notable entpeiars which he fays was | 


their duty towards God, Zeal for the Church and the reformed Religj- ' 
on , though ſome are apt to think he ſeldom names thoſe ſacred 
things, Religion, Zeal, and Dmty to God unleſs in mockery 3 nor 
will they be depoſed he is now in earneſt. They ſay he ſcoffs at 
their worſhip ( in Coffee-houſes, and in their Meeting-houſes, and 


alſo in the Pwlpit.) and he that ſcoffs at any if innocent as theirs j 


is ſuppoſed, may be ſuſpeced of no Religion 3 and with the like 
indecencies they are bold to charge his other TRUE-HEA RTS, ot 
4 Barrel the better Herring : But that's not all;they are alſo moved 
(if we will believe either him or them ) by their Loyalty aud.Obe- 
dience, whereof no doubt they are as tender, as they are known to 
bein other matters, and he eſpecially. Conſcience (you know Sir) 
is an #1iform thing, and I need not acquaint you, that he who 
does any duty out ofa due ſenſe thereof, is very carful that he 
negle& none; and that the ſame is true in avoiding Crimes : 
And the peace (he adds) and proſperity of his Majeſties Kingdoms 
peace and proſperity is much hazarded, it ſeems by real Chriſtianity 
which is what they endeavour unfeignedly to promote; and than 
which nothing conduces more to the welf are of a Nation; no- 
thing can lay greater obligations to love and peace «* Which mo. 
mentous duties how well pleaſing they are to ſome ears, let the 
vexation given a Miniſter, the laſt Fazr, for inſiſting thereon 
and hea thorow Conformiſt be their witneſs, The Sermons I pre- 
ſume you may have ſeen for they are ſince printed 3 for which he 
was ſufficienly baited and abuſed 3 nor was there any other cauſe 
alltened, but that his diſcourſes did thwart with the Biſhops pro- 
je&s 3 and who then may we conceive to be friends, and 
who enemies to Love and Peace ? But there is another motive 
yet behind, which is the Obligation of the Oaths , taken by 
them both as Jurors and freemen of the City : Had he here 
ſpoken in his own name, it's known what Conſcience he 
makes of an Oath, nor is it much better as it is' now: laid: 
the Compoſer and the Subſcribers ( the TRUE-HEARTS I mean, 
ſuppoſed of the Cabal ) may very well here ſhake hands together, 


Oath {for though it be anAdareſs in the Title, it*s a preſeutment in| 


if ic be but obſerved 3 that they. have at once preſented rin 


the body of the ſheet ) the Preachers, Auditors, and City, and for 
what Crimes. The Preachers for their perſons; that they are 
Seducers Impoſtors, Peſts, Fire-brands 3 which will be made appear 

| notoriouſly 
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, notoriouſly falſezfor their Sermons, That they make it their buſineſs 


#0 impoſe dofirines of Diſobedience, which T wonder, thoſe that were 
ſober amongſt them had not cauſed to. be expunged, as both ab- 
ſard, and an impudent faſhood; The Arditors they preſent, for 


diſloyall Antimonarchical and ſeditious ſeGaries, which is as truc 


| | as any of the reſt :* And the City, That within it, to be reputed Loy- + 


al, begins to be accounted matter of ſcandal and reproach; nor can 
a more dangerous Reproach be caſt thereon: Latet anguis in Herba, 
here lies miſchicf in the bottom : And that Schiſm, Sedition, and 
Fafiion, has the boldneſs ( therein ) to outface Amthority ( or 
the TRUE-HEARTS rather to outface all Truth: ) Let me 
here turn aſide and reaſon it- a little with theſe worthy Gen- 
tlemex , Can you or any\ of you imagine , that either cf the 
Oaths above-mentioned oblige you to accuſe Mzzifters for 
preaching ſuch DoGrines as you never heard them preach, nor 
no one elſe? and ſuch as they will proteſt, both they and their 
Auditors , that they do from their hearts deteſt? you have 
forgot, I ſuſpe&, that you are upon your Oaths, in thus preſenting. 
S$irs,1 muſt be bold to tell you, that you cannot have any compe» 
tent knowledg of what is here preſented, but immediately by 
hearing them your ſelves, or elſe mediately by the Oaths of others; 
which if you had, ought you not to particularize the DoFrines, 
and to indite the” particular Preachers for preaching theſe very 
DoArines, leſt you appear malicious, or be involy*d in the fame 
gnilt, And ought you not alſo, if you knew any ſuch ( and are 
indeed Loyal ) whom you accuſe for Diſhyal, Antimonachical 
and ſed:tious, to have convicted the particular perſons of their par- 
ticular Crimes, that they might be brought to condign puniſh- 
ment ? away with this trifling! And in what corner of the Cty 
is it, I pray, that #0 be reputed Loyal is matter of Scandal 2: and by 
whom ſo thought, or how proved ? will any, or all of the little 
inſtances you at length add, give countenance to any-of all this ? 
and had you any better, why were they not produc'd? or at 
leſt to prove your other accuſation, That Schiſm, and ſedition, and © 
Fattion bas got the boldneſs to outface Authority ? for ſhame! can * 
you hear all this repeated, and yet not bluſh ? To proceed; on the 
pretences mentioned, aud but pretences, it was, that they conti- 
dently crave leave to preſent, as uſual, their ſad apprehes.ſions of the 
ſtate of the City ; Mighty humble, and modeſt ! their ſad appre- 
| B | 


benſions ! 


Sce this Pre- 
fentment in 


the Poſtſcript. 
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benflons? Alasfor you, tender hearted Gentlemen! Ar wſual; |, 


*tis more then I know, that the ſtate of the Crty is ufually preſent. 
ed : But their Intell;zencer its poſſible, thought the Major and Al- 
dermen all aſleep, or that their bratns,as he has ſaid,are lack'd up 
ina box, and he would feign, as it*s faid,have the keeping of rhe 
Key : But *tis the preſent ſtate 3 and that is warily expreſſed ; 
for the next Grand Furors, as wile and conſiderable menas any of 
the TRUE-HEARTS, the very next Seſffons, found the fiate of 
the City in another poſturez and yet all things continued in the 
ſameframe, as in Epiphany, unlefs the Biſhops being at Loudon has 
made the Altcration. This ſtate alſo of the Czry is limited to 
what concerns his Majefties peace, and the Government, therein Eccle- 
fiaſtical and Civil, As to that of peace, ſomething has been already 
ſpoken, and more hereafter : As to the Government there are other 
methods, foreign ( as I ſuppoſe ) unto Preſeatments at Seſſions, 
ſufficient to ſecure the Eccleſiaſtick Intereſt ; and the Crvsl little 
needs this extravagent care : The Aldermen doubtleſs, though 
particular diſorders within the Wards may eſcape their notice, 
and deferve to be preſented 3 yet, they have ſo much brains left 
in their Heads, as for their own ſakes to ſecure the pwublick, Peace, 
and the Civil Government. You have along while (Good Hearts!) 
danc'd in a Net; but, (if I am not miſ-informed ) will find 
your ſelves at length miſerably miſtaken 3 forthe deſig has taken 
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Air your little i#trignes are diſcovered 3 and the great danger 
the Magiſtrates apprehend the Cty is in, and its Government, is 
known to ariſe from. other ſprings, and not from the Meetings 9 
Diſſenters, Aﬀer the Complement, now ſcan'd, ſuch as it is, our 
TRUE-HEARTS, or rather their Inteligencer, thinks himſelf pri- 
viledged to let his tongue run Riot, and an account be will give of 
the true Reaſons of thoſe late Diviſions, Difturbances, Tumults, Roms, 
Riots, and breaches of the Kings peace, Truth I ſee will outs for 
if any ſuch be,they are'confeſs*d to be lately ſprung up 3 and iffo, 
they owe their riſe, in all probability, to ſomething #ew 3 which 
can be no other, but'the Biſhops lately coming to that City , anc 
this Informers: Church-warden-ſhip, which is not found of a muc 
ancienter Date. But of all theſe he further ſays, that they-bave rai 
fed juſt cauſe of fears in all Loyal and Tytereſſed SebjeUts ; Fears and 
Fealouſies we read ofin the Tetle page 3 but now-the canſe muſt bt 
pretended jxft, left rhe fear be concluded ridiculous: And the) 
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- will both appear to: be no better; Byuthe is bold toappropriate 


them:to all bis Majeftzes Loyal SmbjeGs > as if thexe were not a Loy- 
alift in the City but is of his exaQtly, and of the ſentiment of his be- 
loved TRUE-HEARTS, that indeed were very ſad! But why 
Intereſſed ? all Loyal and Inter:ſſed Subjefs? are there no men of 
intereſt, but your ſchves ? It muſt be thus underſiood, alt, whoſe i= 
tereſt it is to amuze the City with ſenſleſs fears; that._is, your pitiful 
Clab:But what is it they pretend a dread of? No leſs,zf not prevented, 
and the Offenders preniſhed, than the final ruin and deſolation of the 
City, probably a new Rebellion : The City then, ( and lam glad 


you fayit) is in leſs danger of Rebel/i- 
81, than of Deſolation. And. what day- 
ger there is. of Deſolation, by the con- 
niveuce here declaim*d againſt, may 
abundantly appear from theſe many 
ſtately Fabricks lately raiſed, both with- 
in and without the Walls; and the ratcs 
at which theſe houſes are let ; by that 


If Religion appear. to enforce any thing 
on. the Conſciences of men, thonght hu- 
man Laws require the contrary-----then 
half- witred men think. that Religion 15 


| nothing elſe bur a prerence to Rebellion; 


and Conſcience only an obſtinate plet 
for Diſobedience : Dr. Stifingf. ot Liu, 7. 
35» 


perpetual huxry, and crowd of baſineſs; 

and the throngs of people, that every where ſwarm 3 with the a- 
bundance of goods drawn to and again, that render it trouble- 
ſome to all, but dangerous to Travellers, without great care, to 
paſs the ſtreets 3 nor can it be imagined, with any likelihood of 
Reaſox, what can provoke any into a-Rebelliown on a Religious pre- 
text, who do already injoy their Conſezences 3 and ſhould there be 
any other accidents, whereby the folly and: madneſs of the people 
may be huzricd into a Tumultxous diſorder, they may be fiill the 
ſame, were there not a Diſſenter in the Land. But, as wiſe as this 
ſuggeſtion is, we have 2 ſaying forſooth, and a grave one, to give it 
ſome Antbority, Experience ſhews, that impunity and connivence at 
offenders, incourage Diſobedience ; which might however have 
been at: this time forborn, leſt it alſo countenance their proceed- 
ings who proſecute this I»yformer for a notorious Offender ( and 
on the ſame ground as they ſay, left. importwaity inconrage Diſehe- 
bedience ) and produce the particular Crimes, and doubt not 
but. to. be able to prove them to a tirtle; whereof; if he knew 
himſelf not. guilty, he needed not thoſe attempts torobtain'a Pars 


dow; nox do I think ſome other TRUE- HEARTS would be found. 


very. innocent, were Laws againſt' Smearingiand Debaneherier put 
B 2 in 
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in efſectual Execution, But a connivence at Chriſtians in the mat» | 


ters of their God, wherein all mankind have ever challenged ſome- 
thing of Right; and wherein, if there 
If there be a Religion in the world he a Religion, in ſome caſes a connivence 


there muſt be ſome inviolable rights of Rl GARE" 
Divine Sovereignty acknowledged, which becomes certainly 4#e (* nor can there 


mutt not vary according tothe Edits and 4 . ; 
Laws -— Arad Iden on Lu. 7. 35s the Worſhip is not judg'd evil, antecedent 


toits being prohibited) , does not give 
the leaſt incouragement to difobey the Civil-Laws , which are 
ſufficiently able; without intrenching on the Rights of divine Sove- 
Bpsſolg emect reiguty tofſecure the peace and proſperity of that flouriſhing City,and 
y own nels of the Nation 3. nay the ſame tenderneſs which renders people ſo 
+4 v;6a2 3 ſcrupilouſly careful in their Obedience to God in Spirituals, will 
ence is tohim exact a like Obedience to the Mzgtſtrate in what is Political and Ci- 
a God, ſays an vil: And further, that very experience ( you, Sir, do very well 
Heathen 3 Cl Know ) which they here appeal to, is plainly againſt them 3 for 
-» oy. 4 ®Þ the very perſons.refleted on, ſome of whom are your particular 
acquaintance, make a greater Conſcience of that Obligation, than 
does their Adverſary,or any one elle of his other TR7/E-HEARTS, 
What are the particulars of this heavy charge, we are yet to expe&t 
and muſt be content fo to do a while longer, it is already ſeen, in 
ſome ſort. on what filly ſuggeſtions ſuch as reſpe& Diſſenters, if any 
ſuch be ſubjoyn'd, will be probably bottom'd 3 and yet againſt 
them are they principally levelled; or as it's expreſs*d by the 
TRUE-HEAKTS themſelves, The greateſt uwumber of the Indif- 
ments and Preſentments ( but where to find the ſcroll I do not 
know ) are- e@gainſt Schiſmatical, Seditious , and diſloyal Sedu- 

cers. 

Iam loath to enter upon a diſcourſe of Schiſzz, leſt the Brat be 
laid at their Doors, who would think themſelves ſtrangely diſpara- 
ged ſhould it but preſume to call them Father : This is agreed on, 
That he who is the real cauſe of ſeparation, is alſo the real,Schiſma- 

Quicunque invident bonts,ut quxrant OCCa- z1ck gt and let che Da concern'd, 'im- 
fiones excludendij eos, aut degradandi z Partially examine his own Breaſt. That 
vel crimina ſua ſir defendere parati ſunt ut eti= they are ſeditiow; ſhould have been 
am conventiculorum Congregationes, vel Eccle- prov*d. But it is no more than what 


fie perturbationes cogitent excitare, jam F 
Schifmatici ſunt. Auſtin,as cited by others, - Tertallus the Informer laid to the charge 


Their urging ſubſcription to their own of St.P aul, then a Diſſenter from the Na- 
Articles 15 but laceſſere &- irritare morbos tional worſhip: That he was a mover-of 
Sedition : 


b © 


be a more plauſible caſe, then where ; 
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Sedition : Tt ſhould alſo be proved that F*clefie, which otherwiſe would ſpend and. 
they are Diſtoyal z for if it be enough to cn TO Lord Bacon, Reſuſci= 
be accus'd , Innocence it fclf cannot be ms. 
innocent 3 it is well known who was 


. calumniated an Enenemy to Ceſar; nor can they honeſtly be 


called Seducers ('much leſs Impoſtors ) who conſtantly deliver in 
their Sermons , ſuch Dofrines as diſagree not with the Apoſtles 
Creed, nor yet with the fundamental Articles of the Church of 
England. 
The Heads of theſe Seducers, no better ( if the TRUE HEARTS 
fay truth ) than Firebrands, Peſts, Principal Diſturbers, and break- 
ers of the Kings Peace ( when as all know they would have been 
quiet with all their hearts ) are certain ſtrangers ( they ſay ) pre- 
tending to be Miniſters, but never, they believe, in Holy Orders: Is it 
ſo ſoon forgotten when they profer'd to defend their Call to the 
Miniſtry, and to whom? it was at that very time when they 
were apprehended, and to no leſs a man 
than to the Biſhop himſelf, and in open Moſt of this is-proved in a little Book of 
Tolſey, and that from the Scriptures, Dr. Bernards about Biſhop #h+rs Judg- 


| - ment, which may be conſulted, and by. 
Fathers, Schoolmen, Biſhops, and other others, the whole ; See Mr. Baxters Chri- 


Divines, the Genuine Sons of the Church ſtian Concord. 

of England, ſuch who have been as zea- ; 

lous to uphold her DoGrine,as have been 

* others to undermine thoſe very Ar- *FVide Sherlociſmus enervatus , and Dr, 
ticles to which they have ſubſcribed: T#'s Book, Juſtificatio Paulina, and Fer- 
But theſe poor men who are here de-. £xj08 aghunt SE 

fign'd, and -whom ſome are content to 

Degrade, though they together ſubvert 

all other the Reformed Churches, were This Archbiſkop Boncraft, no friend ro 
ſafe enough now from Diſturbing 3 for Puritans, was aware of; for when ir was 
they were, at this time, confined to queſtioned, if the Scottiſh Miniſters to be 


: nb made Biſhops ſtould be ordained, becauſe 
a noiſom. Priſon 3 and cne, about the only ordained by Presbyters.he maintain'd 


ſame time, quictly Jaid in his filent ir was nor needful, and the othcr Biſhops 
Grave, where the wicked ceaſe from Aacquics'd therein, - | 
troubling, and where the weary be at 

reſt, where the Priſoners reſt together, and hear not the voice of 

the Oppreſſor : But Mr. Gifford ſure- : 

ly , -might have been remembred by Him this Informer ſwore he heard 


, gs preach ar ſuch a place, at ſuch a time; 
a very good Token, is a Citizen born Ja when he afrer looked -on rhe man, 


and bred, and. his Father.now living and was adviſed-to-be -careful, repeated. 
ig. 


(14) 
| a:ly in open Toſreryy where the in the City norarec the: others, as is 
, ne von make appear, and Mr. Gif-- affirmed, lately ſetled, but have lived 
| ford acquittcd. | therein for ſeveral years : Can we now 
/ thivk Szr, that this is ſtuff fit to be cram'd into an InveFive, and 
' that to be preſented upon Oath ? FE am: afraid I have wearied you 

with theſe lictle Refle&ions, and ſo obvious, upon ſuch lamentable 

fooleriez, which however , becauſe pernicious, and ſome have 

chought fit to be prublifh'd, you will excuſe me if I further expoſe : 

Of the Miniſters thus tigmatiz'd, who you know deſerve ano- 

ther CharadGer, it's next afferted, but how malicioufly and falſly 

is too notorious to need a Refwtation , That they bave made it they 

buſineſs #0 impoſe Dafrines of Diſobedience : when no one #ſtence 

is given, nor can be of any ſach Doftrine, or occafional puſſage, 

that can hd wreſted to ſuch a ſenſe, in any ane of all their Dif- 

courſes ( this was before mentioned, but could not be here 0- 


people into Parties and Fadtions : when its well known in that Cty, 
and I think you have heard as much , that the Congregations were 
ſetled before thoſe, not born therein, were ſent for, and invited 
to be their feveral Paftars : But beyond all this, its caſie ( you 
know ) to be demonſtrated, that perſons of divers Opinions and 
modes of Worſhip, may have all the fame intereſt with regard to 
the Pxblick; and wiſe States-men have always underſtood how 
to balance theſe little Diverſitzes, and as fo many wheels in a 
Watch, though they run ſeveral ways, make them all ſubſerviene 
to the ends of Government : but the Charge is, They not only 
form the people into Parties, but ſedxce them. alſo from their due 
Allegiance. To this I ſhall only give my Lord Bacons remark, who 
we believe was too great a man, too great'to be deſpiſed, or his 
Amtbority flighted, and it's fpoken in anſwer to an accuſation ex- 
aly the fame, that is now betore us : They bave charged them, he 
faith, ( that is, Diſſexters in thoſe days) as if they. denied Tribute to 
Ceſar, and withdrew: from the Civil Magiſtrate the Obedience which 
they ever perform'd and taught, the plain practice of theſe our 


is {ufficient, They ever performed, and taught the payment of Tri- 
bute unto Ceſar, and obedience to the Civil Magiftrate, which is, 
} think their due Allegiance. 


mitted in its proper place.) As alfo its added, to forms the | 


TRUE-HEARTS. Non ovum-0v0. ſimilins 3 and the ſame Reply | 


————a 


That abundance of people frequent theſe Meetings, is well f 
Os : known | 


EARLS AS@2SO oa... 


THESE STSDTTT 


1s 


y aſſerted themſelves the Miniſters of Chrift, But his Lordſhip was 
| deaf on that Ear , and theſe Gentlemen on both, or they mutt 
| needs have known it 3 But none ſo deaf as thoſe, who judg it 


{ produced, and procceded againft according to Law': they: muſt” 


(15) 
known > and the very complaint of | | - al 
thoſe of old, who would have tiir*d up | 5288 — _— Fg 
the Supream Magiſtrate to a perſecution 93/09 AviTor Eon: Hr 4 
of the Orthodox Chriſtians, on that very wen Meds CY 
Account : But, that theſe people, or a 
conſiderable number of them, wonld go to the pablick, were 
their Preachers removed, is much to be doubted - and upon very 
good Reaſons : nor has the evert anſwered the expeRation of . 
ſome therein 3 and therefore it is a boldneſ7 to aſſert , that they 
withdraw people from the Service of God by Law eftabliſhed : Nor is 
the next of any better account ; That t#bey ſeduce them to ſubſtratt 
from the dne maintenance of the lawful Miniſters ;, for they inſiruct 
all to pay their Dues, Tribute to whom Tribnte (as was now faid ) 
and cxſtome to whom caftome is due. Bcfides ,, the prime Contri- 
ver of theſe fictions is able to inſtruct the Parſons( who now ought 
60-be all his Clients ) how by Law to recover what is legally due 
and what need would there then have been to have turned 1#- 
Former to have bettered his Imployment * And yet ſome think, 
that the very Meeters themſelves are more Hhiberal to the publick 
Miniſtry, than is he who fo paſſionately complains, or any the 
moſt zealous of his other TRUE-HEARTS : But , that any one 
Difſenter { of thoſe who are now Profecuted ) has been ever 
heard, to call the Publick, Worlhip Anticbriftian , and the Miniſters 
Dogs, needs better Authority than their bare aſſertion , before it 
will deſerve to be believed : that it is a piece of civility, wheretn 
they are content that the Biſhop ſhould ſurpaſs them , who is o/d- 
excellent at giving good language, and favour'd Mr. Thoniſox with 
that very Title, and gravely added, he deſerved to ſtretch an Hal- 
ter 3 a very proper way of ſtopping the mouths of ſuch gain- 
ſayers, as care not to be coped with by other Arguments : That 
they pray with, and preach to their ſeveral Congregations, if not 
impriſoned or otherwiſe prevented, all know-3 but that they take 
pos them Authority fo to do, is conftantly deni'd ; and what ( as- 
I faid )' they offer'd-:to have clear'd 3 for: they do believe, and 


their eoncers not tO hear. It is alfo once more deſired by them that 
the deſloyal Antimonarchical Seitaries thereby encreaſed may be 


expe. 


— _ 
=y 
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exped&t no mercy, knew the TRUE. HEASTS where to faſten; 
and that they faſten no where, is a ſufficient Argument they know 
not where; they wilely here ( and I commend their policy ) con- 
ceal themſclves under generals, Latet dolus in univerſalibus, And 


there is another ſaying 3 Fortiter calumniare & aliquid berebit , , 


throw a deal of dirt, and ſome will ſtick, but more I believe to 
thcir own fingers: But a no-lels falſhood than the now-mentio- 
ned, is that which follows That they inveagle the ill-prineipled, 
end thoſe of the younger ſort, unto a contempt of Laws, much leſs of 
the Civil, and of the Government #nd Magiſtracy of the City : for 
there are not better, and more obedient Children and Servants, 
and Apprentices in the Corporation, thar, are their Auditors z and 
they that are ſuch ( you very well know $77 ) are likely alſo to 
prove the belt Citizens, and the beſt Subjes. They have more- 
over ttill appeared ( as you may have heard ) according to Sum- 


mons in perſon, or by their Prodor, in the Eccleſiaſtical; and by 


He hardly miſſed a day, but was ever 
on the Tolezſzy with the Juſtices, and ſeated 
himſelf next the Mayor ; where he was 
very liberal of his threats ; he began 
with a Councellor at Law, whom. he 
threatned for pleading the Kings Lt- 
cenſs, hefore recal'd 3 and afterwards 
mveigh'd againſt jn his Sermon at the Col- 
ledz, as one who would plead the Divels 
cauſe for a piece of money : He abuſ'd 
and threatned the Town-Clerk for nor 
ſpeaking enough ; others tor ſpeaking too 
much; the Mayor himſelf did not eſcape 
his check for not being tender enough of 
his own Officers, nor the Burgeſs for the 
City for not allowing his Secretary to in- 
rerrupt them in diſpenſing Juſtice - But 
of all others, he fell moſt foul on an Attor- 
ney that pleaded for his Clients, and at 
one i'tring calld him impudent peſtife- 


rons fellow, Knave, ſcurvy Knave, faid, he. 


would be hang'd, deferv'd to be well 
cudyeli'd, and to have his bones broke ; 
= and more can be teſtified upon 
Oath. jy 


therein. But it's no. leſs ſtrange than any of this which is neg] preg 


* ſibjoyned:; 


themſelves,ox Councel,in the civil Courts ; 
and that though they were ſure the 
Biſhop would be there to brow-beat 
and revile them, and the Lawyers, who 
durſt but mutter a word in their. Cli- 
ents behalf, whereof I could acquaint 
you with many pleaſant Relations ; 
and-ſuch as have by the Bench been 
thence ordered to Priſon, have qui- 
ctly gone thither , Preachers and 
People , without any reludancy or ye- 
gretz and ſome, that they might be 
ſure to avoid that Reproach , at the 
fole command of this Informer : Bu 
by what Law, I would here ask 
him, who pretends ſuch a regard 
to the Laws, were ſuch impriſor 
ed? ora Copy deni'd the Miniſters 

the Mittzmus whereby they were com 
mitted ? complaint was hereof made 1 
the Kings-Bench-Bar , and it was con 
fels'd, that they had been wrong 


: 


j 


oat 
and 
thei 
Wit! 


poſe 
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That if aRefiraint-be not-put-upon theſe their proceedings, it 
may juſtly be fear'd (we ſhall never have an end with theſe juſt fears) 
by the ſad experience of the late troubleſome times , the Peace and 
Safety of the City, a total ſubverſion. of preſent Eſtabliſhments in 
Church and State will inevitably enſue , than which nothing can 
be ſuggeſted that is more malicious , unleſs that raking into the 
Aſhes of the Dead, whole corps it's the nature of ſome creatxres to 
nuzzle out of their Graves, a Barbarity here only intimated, as 
beneath a notice in its proper place ; But I judg it a far caſter task 
to defend, and you potlibly may be much of the ſame mind 3 that 
the miſeries which hath infeſted moſt parts of Chriſtendom , ſince 
Chriſtianity hath been ſheltered under the ſeeular Powers, have 
been occaſioned by ſuch pick-thank exaſperating perſons, and 
their tempeſtuous proceedings, enough to hurricane the World in- 
to a confaſion, than it would be for the wiſeſt of the TR UV E- 
HE ARTS ever to prove, that the not-putting a reſtiaint up- 
on people in the worſhip of, God, did be- | 


get the-Diſtrations, Troubles, and grie- Moroſz moris retentio v1s turbulenta of eque 


vous calamities of the late cruel and un #* 199!tas. 
natural Wars.Let them ſhew it they can, 
where ever an Indulgence drove people {itatio. p. 137. 

into a commotion , or how it's probable | 

it ſhould, or indeed poiſtble : Yet this they muſt, or theſe Swugge- 
ftions are a Vile. impertinexce. But this minds me of a caution 
given by the Beſt of Princes King Charles the firſt, to our moſt gra- 
cious Soveraign, who now Reigns3 - which I hope it will be no 
propbanation to inſert into this little paper, finceI profeſs to do 

it with all dug reverence and veneration - Beware of exaſperas 

ting any Factions, by the croſneſs and aſperity of ſComgs mens 

paſſions, yumours, o2 patbate opinions, grounded only upon 

the Differences in leſſer matters which are bnt the ſkirts and 


| Snbiurvs of Religion 3 A Sentence to be ingraven in Gold, 


You may now expe&. , that afterall theſe lamentable hideous 
oxtcries, enough to fri; ten out of the beſt wits they had, as ſage 
and ſober as are ſomenf the Faurors, who are not able -to ſpell: 
their own names 3 ( Ad ſome you know will ſcare themſelves 


"4 with the very noiſes, they made to. terrifie othersz ) that ſome 
q pregnant;inſtaxces ſhould have been produc'd, and full to the pur- 


poſe, ſuch as ſhould have ſo confirm'd this great Charge w5 fo 
= | _ Tn 


A contentious retaining of cuſtom is a 
turbulent thing as well as Innovation, Re« 


483. 


have left it beyond all Diſpute; What? in a Preſentment tobe 


impoſed upon a Grand- Fury of Briſtol z and by them to be tende- 
red tothe Burgeſſes for the Czty, that it may be reported in the high 
Court of Parliament ; and after all this to be ſent to the Preſs, and 
made publick, that it may not miſs of its defired exds, The com- 
peſer thereof is very well known, and that ( what-ever be his 0- 
ther TRUE-HEARTS ) he himſelf is a crafty Crowder , who 
would not keep all this noiſe a ſcraping and tuning ( ſuch as 
might tire the Grand-Twrk himſelf, as it is Roried of ſome Engl:ſh- 
minſtrels ) but that he will be ſure to make Mzfick of it at laſt : 
And what I pray, after all theſe throws of his Tecming Brain is 
at length delivered by the Midwifery of the Fxrors into the arms of 
the Bench, to be adopted by the Burgeſſes (a comely Brat no doubt, 
whereof they are thus fond). All this Moxntain has brought 
forth a Mole, Naſcetar ridiculus mus , Where ſhall we find a com- 
petent proof, ſufficient to confirm theſe bold Aſſertions ? The en- 
ſuing words ſeem to imply, that if we knew but where ( but 
ſuch has been my incogitancy, that it eſcaped an obſervation ) what 
has been hitherto ſuggeſted is already proved 3 and yet further to 
gratify us, theſe civil Gentlemen will vouchſafeit a fuller Confirma- 
tion 3 and therefore ſay , which is more evident, &c, Which ? 
what which? all I conceive before aſſerted; for if this proves 
not allit will be hard to find what ſhall prove the Reft ; is more 
evident, that word more ſuppoſes it in a meaſwre ſo already 3 that 
is, becauſe they forſooth have been pteaſed to'ſay it 3 ſuch is their 
Authority and known Veracity | But by what other proofs ſhall it 
be made more evident ? By their ſhutting the doors of a Conventicle 
in the Caſtle, againſt feveral Fuſtices of the Peace of #bis City, who 
went thitber in perſon with the Lord Bifh1p to difperſe it, and denying 
them entrance till they had called Conftables to break; the doors : 


Friend ! 'tmethinks you, who are faid to have been npon the place 


as waSalſo the Valiant Captain, ('who preſeiited 'a Piſtol-to tin 
ancient Merchants Breaſt, and ſwore he would ſhoot him, when no 
way provoked , the Fore-man of the TRUE- HE ARTS, though 
not of the Fry; } you fhould have told your Fales a little truer : 
Do you know, that there were more doors ſhut than one ?-or that 
they deni'd entrance? or to the Fwftices ? or that he ' who ſhut 
the door ſaw the Faftices, before it was ſhat? (Che ſays the con- 
trary; ) or that they would not have opened the'door had not the 
Conſtables been called to break it open? ( that's itiſinuated; ) 


Or 


(19) 
or, that they whe. -pen'd it knew the Confiables were fo called ? 
And which I pray*of the Fuſtices ever complained of any affront 
offered them? And after all this do you indeed think it an hai- 
nous Crime, to ſhut'a Meeting-door, thereby to prevent a Miniſters 
being taken, who had before told them, and whom they verily 
believed ( ſhould he be confin'd ) would die in Priſox, and it ſo 
hapned 3 and then when required to open it again, ( left they 
ſhould be judg'd to affront Amthority ) and thereby to fruſtrate 
their own purpoſes, and yield him up a Szcrifice to the rage of his 
Adverſaries ? others will think you are hardly put to it, when 
you felec&ed out this, to place it in the Van of your particular E- 
normities The next is, by their raiſing Tumults, and Riots in the 
principal ſtreets of the City, ou every light occafion ; This indeed 
were ſomething if particularly proved 3 but we are till left in the 
dark, for though the ſtreets be named to be ſome of the prixcipal, 
yet the time when is not aſlign'd 3 and therefore this' charge 
might have been fairly ſighted : But becauſe it is ſo black and foul, 
and what has been the great complaint, I have thought my ſelf ob- 
liged to faft out, if pothible, what they intend hereby : It muſt 
certainly then be meant\ ( as they who live on the place have in- 
form*d me; ) of a concourſe of the people on the Toleſey when the 
Biſhop was pleas'd firſt to bring with him ſome of the meaneſt of 
his Clergy, both for abilities and intereft, (with the compoſer alſo of 
this doubty Addreſs) to inform againſt the Deſſenters 3, ( the more 
judicious learned and able Divenes,(for which his Lordſhip in a Viſi- 
#ation-ſpeech ſeverely laſh'd them, 3 peremptorily refuſing that 
bated Imploy. But it was the alone ſtrangeneſs of the thing, to ſec 
Informers, and theſe of the Clergy, headed by the Biſhop, ( who to 
incourage others, then aſſumes the Ti- 


tle of Irformer; and after tolefſen the In a Sermon at the Colledg from theſe 
reproach beſtows the ſame on the bleſſed _ :- Behold I bring you glad ty- 


Angel, ) that drew together a. number 
of people of all conditions and opinions from all the Quarters of that 
populous City. Which the Mayor and Fuflices \aw, as well as 
the Biſhop or the TRUEH-EARTS, and had as much resfox to be 
concern'd at the ſuſpicion of -a Rzot as have either of them 3 but 
they better knew the peaceable diſpoſition of the people, and fſatis- 
fi*d his Lordſhip, ( who was not a ltttle ſtartled ) that he had no 
reaſon to be diſcompos'd thereat for all things are, and would 
be quiet ; and ſo it happencd, for they all diſpers'd, when the Js- 


{RT 
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formations had been taken.3-and returned quietly to their ſeveral 
homes : Or, of ſome other Concourſe, at the ſame place, on the liks 
occaſion 3 but theſe, not only the Mayor and other Aldermen, but 
the Burgeſs, to whom they are pleas'd to apply themſelves in the 
cloſe ot this Addreſs; (though he be lince fallen into ſome diſprace 
with them, and the Biſhop ) have ever excus'd, as being perfe&ly 
innocent; and alſo told the Biſhop, in the peoples hearing, when 
he would have had either the doors ſhut- or them driven out 3 
that it was both Cuſtomary, and their right to have open 
Fultice done 3 and that whoſo would, might come, and hear 
it, without Controul; for which, and reprchending the i»ſolence 
of his Lordſhips Secretary, who durlt peſumptuouſly interpoſe, 
adviſe, and dire& the Magiſtrates, when on the Bench, 
he has (as is conceived ) fince incur'd- their fore diſþlea- 

ure, 
| Or Laſtly, Of a company of people the Biſhop had eſpi'd before 
the Mayors doors, that very day Mr. Thompſon was apprehended, 
and about the ſame time that he was-worried within, by his Lord= 
ſhip and his other Informers,beſides which Concourſe,and the above« 
mentioned, there is no ſhadow of a pretex#, that I can:yet diſco- 
ver, for this lewd reproach; and which indeed was no other but 
a few Boys, or ſome few other as inconfiderable people, who ſtood 
only gazing on the other fide of the Streer, Theſe his Lordſhip 
was pleas'd with much carneſineſs- to ſolicite the Mayor, that he 
would go down in Perſoz and diſlodg 3 which he acordingly did, 
and at his return acquainted him, what fort of perſons they were, 
and that there was nothing of a Diſorder, much leſs a Tumwlt or 
Riot, to be ſuſpeced in the Caſe. And noty Sir I hope ( as did 
the Magiſtrates of that City all along their reverend B:ſhop, ) I 
Have fully ſatisfied you as to this matter 3 and that, if this be the 
naked truth, as there are who will be depos'd it is, his Lerdſhips 
ſuſpicions were no other than ſuch, and the TRUE-HEARTS Pre- 
ſentment thus far Ridiculous. But let us ſee what they have yet to 
offer : By their purſuing ( as it follows ) with ſlaves and aſſault- 
«ng, and throwing ſtones at divers of thoſe who have gone to ſuppreſs 
Conventicles, aud to convid the Meeters, Tndeed ! that people com- 
monly walk. with Canes, or Staves in their hands ('the TRUE. 
HEARTS as. well as others )' is readily acknowledged ; it being 
a general Cyſtome amongſt them 3 nor-muſi I adventure to deny, 
but that ſome haye purſued; aſſaulted, and thrown ſtones at the 
ON NR Informers, 


__ 
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Informers ; though I am very confidently affured of, and do verts 
ly believe the contrary becauſe I know not , but that there 
may be others of this Gentlemans acquaintance, who can ſwallow 
an Oath as glibly as himſelf : But I-never yet heard ofany who 
were brought before the Fuſtices,fox either of thoſe Crimes, though 
ſome have been (as I am told ) continually before them, for 
much leſſer matters . Befides,S7r, you are not ignorant, how they 
generally believe, that they could not gratify this I»former and his 
aſſociates more ( for which they have but little reaſon ) than by 
being guilty of ſuch a diforder : Hoc Tthacus vellet, They have al- 
ways fear'd leit ſome ſhould be ſuborn'd to make a bnſtle in the 
Streets, that they might have wherewith to accuſe Diſſenters, and 


together juſtify their own charge; like a ſort of ſlippery blades, 
who pick Q@uarrels amongſt themſelves, or with others,.tq gain 


an opportunity of picking your Pockets, 


Who thoſe many ſober and 


Loy 3l people are, who as they here add, are #2 great terror and dread 
of ſuddain InſurreFions, I cannot gueſs ; This I can aſſure you, 
from good hands, that when the Compiler hereof would ſince have 
tempted fome of the Mayors Officers to depoſe this, or ſomething of 
this nature, upon Oath 3 they all refuſed, and he at that time was 
contenr to ſwear alone with theſe words; If you will not 
give me #he book I will ſwear it my ſelf: Bravely reſolv*d! 
But my good Friend ! ( for I ſhall here particularly ſpeak to 


fands, ( You your ſelf imply 
that they appear formidable for 
their aumbers ; ) ſome-times with 
no other Gza2rd, but that of 
your own Innocence, and your 
as innocent Servant, honeſt 


Thomas ? conſtantly to vex, and- 


diſturb them in their Devotzons 
to compell them to give their 
aames, ( that they might be con- 
viced ) together with their cal-' 
lings and habitations ? to coff 
and taunt at them, and - their 
Worſhip ? ( which few can bears) 
to threaten-to knock them over- 


this Taformer z ) Did you really fear an Inſurreftion , Were it pru-. 
| dence for you to thruſt your ſelf into the Meeisngs amongſt thou- 


He ſcarce miſſes a Meeting, where ſometimes - 
finding them finging he has gone aſide , and then ' 
returned, and fo proceeded until they have been 
forc't to depart ; he, has cauſed the names of hun- 
dreds to be taken, about 4s were convicted Mar. 
5. and about $54 Mar. 27,0ne was committed to 
Bridewell by him, ( Mar. 21. 74. ) though he had 
told his.own ; for- not telling ' alſo his Maſters 
name; His ſcoffs at the Women ] ſhall nor re- 
peat, &c. . He bid his Attendants :( Mar.14-74. ) 
carry away a ſufficient man upon a ſtang. He did 
(thus) menace to knock & cut the Ears of a young 
man, My. 21.74. He commanded the Mayors Ser-. 
Jeant to beat the -Maee 'jn pieces abour their Ears, 
Mav.31.7$- and owned before the Mayor, that he. 
bid him knock it about their Ears,and juſtified it; | 
He: pulFd & hal'd away the Chairs and Stools from. - 


the_ 


Aged , arfd others to make them fall, and as. 
them away.Mar.14.47. One, a female was thrown 
down the Stairs, Feb.21.74. and bruiſed, This one 
pleaded as the Reaſon, why he weft not away as 
ſoon as commanded in the Kings Name, he was 
afraid having ſcen him pull,bear, ſtrike and throw 
down ſeveral, ſo that had they not been ſaved by 
others, they had broken their Necks, or a Limb; 
this would have been Py by the Oaths of ma- 
ny : He beats and kicks whom he found on the 
Stairs. March 28. Another was thruſt, ſtruck and 
abuſed, F:b. 21. An Aged man was drag'd out 
and committed to Bridewell, by his . command 
without ſhewing a Warrant, or bringing him be- 
fore a Juſtice. Mar. 14. and two others then im- 
priſoned, in the ſame manner, one of whom was 
releaſed by a Note to the Keeper, under only 
his hand ; and. a fourth likewiſe the ſame day 
from another Meeting : and another Febr. 28, 


though he told his name , not brought before a 


Juſtice, was carried by him. and his fellow to New- 
zate, and received by the Keeper : And yer at- 
ter all this no one inſtance of any Reſiſtance can 
be produc'd, 


22) 


the head, and cut their Ears ? 


C A Friend of yours adviſes that. 


you be ſecure of your own, be- 
fore you threaten others Ears z } 
to requirg, and authoriſe others 


alſo, to beat and abuſe them? 


to throw the Chairs whereon the 
aped-women fit rudely amongſt 
the people? to precipitate 0- 
thers down the flazrs, 
their Limbs, and endanger their 
Lives ? firſt Beat, and then Im- 
priſon, without having, at leaff, 
without producing any War- 
ram 2 Come, come ! what-e- 


ver you pretend of fears, or of 


being in dread of your Life, 
( which you have elſewhere both 
ſaid, and ſworn, )it is but a Copy of 
your Conntenance : you durſt not 


do thus for your Ears ( as bada title as you have unto them ) 
but that you are encouraged by their great patience, and well afſu- 
red, both from their Prixciples and PraGices,that they dare not but 
be peaccab'e and ſubmilltve to Authority : we have had ſomething 
to do with theſe lictle pretences, or imaginary dreads z which in 
compliance with your crafty Deſigns you are pleas'd to ſuggeſt : 
But I ſhall tell you what is a real Truth, and you may make the 
beſt of it you are able there are ſeveral women who have miſ- 
carried, loſt their burchens, and were likely to loſe their lives by 
the Violences apprehended or done 5 and you ſhall know their 
names when you pleaſe. A mans wife alſo of good account, was in 
great peril of miſcarrying by what was done when Mr. Thompfon 
was apprehended 3 where his Lordſhip was preſent to break the 
Tee, it being but the firſt attempe, and tirutted it to and from the 
Meeting-Door with his ſtaff, like a balf-Pike upon his ſhoulder 3 


6 ut7 yag TImTeS ar nerriavar {Pep 
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*n, 76 9 ueritoy ae5iercs Iihdrs »þ that may acquaint you, who is the 


Chriſtian, whether they who do, or the 


Keidpe Td TiAunpa, Athan. þ. 833. 


Only conſtrue the Greek in the Mar- 


for I hear you are a Schollar, and 


Diff nters who ſafſer ſuch Barbarous wſages, I proceed, 


Wwe 


C 


bruiſe 


om 
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We muſt remember we are all this while about the Tavedive, or 


t | Preſeatment, or as You call it, the Addreſ7 ; that- which follows. 


theceof ( and I ſhallnow diſpatch it with all expedition 3 ) is re- 
duceable to one of theſe five Heads. 

Firſt, A ſevere Refledion upon ſome of the Meeters, for having 
been engaged in the late Wars; and if ſo, they went out young 3 
and fo it may be imputed to ſome youthful inconfiderate Heats, 
rather than unto any deliberate choice} But how few are 
they ? | 

s Apparent raro mantes in pgergite vaſto, 

Not one ot the Preachers were concerned therein, ( though 
ſome in the Neighbourhood, who have 


of the Hearers, thoſe few who were, 
have all, I think, in ſome ſort expia- and withont the City. 
ted that gilt, by their zeal in promo- 
ting the happy Reftanration of his moſt Sacred Majeſty; nor doT 
think them one in an hwndred. Others ( who can better cal- 
culate the number ) ſay, .not one in five-bundred : But the me- 
mory hereof was expung'd by an 4@ of Oblivion 3 and I am ſor- 
ry to ſee it ſo often reviv*d : I fear they wiſh not well to our peace, 
who blirt it forth where-ever they come , and make that the 
groxnd of their now. profecution of Diſſenters z who are perſons 
for the generality not concern'd therein, unleſs as ſufferers for 
their Loyalty, either themſelves immediately, or in their neareſt 
Relations. | | : 

2ly. A Repetitiowof former hard words, with the addition of 
others, of a like flamp, ſuch as : Impoſtors, Seducers, Diſt yal, and 
turbulent Spirits, Breakers and contemners of all Laws , and civil 
SanGions, unreaſonable Men , that defpiſe Dominions and ſpeak, 
evil of Digniies z for Scripture can-be-uſed when they think fit 
to abuſe it. But all this s confuted both by the Innocence of 
their Lives and Dofirines, and what is already written 3 nor need 


> {more be added. 


3dly, An irritating the Magiſtrates to exterminate them thence, 
and t0' ſuppreſs Conventicles , and that for weighty Reaſons : But 
it is not: yet 'deolared whither they ſhall be-fent';* time enough to 


{difcourſeof that,: when by the proſecution of the 35 of Elizabeth 


(for all Exgines are on work to cect their Rxin, ) they ſhall be 
enfoxc'd: 


have now Pluralities were as zealous - = = 41 —rrteerlg 4 

3 , ingleading Informer, and himſe 4 
Chaplains as any in the Army 7) and Dex Che TM 1+ 1 nr enqgghr 1h. 
nearer by far to their own Doors, 


Davila, p.442. 


Non alia ratione que turoatz ſunt componi, aloye way to obtain a ſettlement was to 


que divulſa ſunt Coerceri poſſunt, niſs unuſquiſs ;..* ho 
que nulla ſervitutis aſtriftas neceſſitate integrum inanly a toleration: A charitable connt- 


babeat utuendi 


ſaid monld the vulgar into a willingneſs toimbrace Popery;' this is ve* 


(24) 


enforc'd, who will not*chooſe to be hang'd, very fairly to for- 


ſwear the Land, The method propos'd is, by putting the Laws in 


due Execution , what a DUE Exccutioner the Informer is, may 
be read in a large Margen ſome pages before. I think theſe vis- 
lences there mentioned will not eaſily be reconciPd to a due Exe» , 
eution of the L1ws \, nor may better Vſages be expected from the 
other TRUVE-HEARTS, if as big as their Words, who talk of 
hanging the Phanaticks for 2 d. a Dozen. The reaſons are , Leſt 
our City ( they ſay ) become a SauAuary, &&c. This minds me of 


a forward Zealot for the Holy League, ( whereof more anon ) , 


Faques d' Humieres, who firit mov'd in favour thereof, and ex- 
horted the Inhabitants of Peroxne, not to ſuffer their City to be 
made the zeſt and Receptacle of Hereſy there is ſomething in this 
analogy, and leſt our Religion and Government be proſtituted, and the 
Authority of the Nation trampled under foot, fine words, but in this 
caſe inſign:ficant; for they attempt nothing againſt the eſtabliſhd + 
Worſhip, but only defire to enjoy their ow# 3 their reſped alſo to the 
Magiſtrate is already aſſerted. The conſequents of all this, they 
Jadg, are theſe two 3. the one xeceſſary which 7s coufuſion, the other 
contingent and that is Popery : Which mult introduce ( they :add ) 
remedileſs diſorder and confuſion, no doubt ! were your crafty nfi- 
nuations trae 5 as certain as when the sky does fall we ſhall catch 
Larks, and the ſuppoſition as likely. I have read of as holy 2 man as. 
any of the TRVE-HEARTS, and I thinkas Learned, who was 
| bold to acquaint the Emperor, that the 


arbitrium.  Bilar. Fol. 82, c: Vence and a Chziltiin foleratton of/ 

| ten diſſipates their trength , whom 
rougher oppoſition foztifies, was the the obſervation of the mot 
excellent Prince. Aid may at laſt for onght we: know (that's warily 


ry pleaſar.t 3 ſome whom your and I know, are of opinion ; that of 


the TRUE-HE ARTS more than one, arcangry at P-pery for no d 


other reaſox ( it at all ) but becauſe it is a Relzgon : But let that 
paſs for a ſmall conceit; No wiſe-man'can well think that the fun- 


4 


| 
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damental principles of Nonconformity ( which IL take to he, theſuffi-| iſt; 


etency of the Scriptures to direci us in Worſhip.,as well. as Dofrines and 
that all additions therein, beyond the determination of \circumftanchs, 


ſuch as time place, &c, neceſſary to all other: ations, are prohibi+ſ 


ted 


OMEN ap » 
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| ted by theſeoond Commandment.) ſhould diſpoſe. the people tore- 
long parentbeſis.4.nor ſhall I preſume to gueſs what may be the 
crotchet of this' moulding of the vulgar ; when it ſhall pleaſe the 
TRUE-HE ARTS turther co explain, themſelves, they may then 


expect a further Anſwer. E 
4ly, A Triumphant rej1ycing at the ready and attive concurrence 


think* $zr. ,you have heard,as well as we, that the Biſhop has been 
pleas'd toinveigh againſt the Faſtrees for their too great:Backward- 
aeſ7, nor. had they, it*s believ*d,concur'd ſo far, as now they have, 
hid ' they not been h«f*d into a complyance ,, nor will it be eaſy, I 
think, to find another Mezyor of that ſoftly humour, who will ſut- 
fer himſelf to be .out-brav*d by the Biſhop, on the Beach 3 nor the 
Tuſtices nos*d by the Biſhps man, and the Bench reproached for 
a DOVER-COURT : That there is a force offercd to their proper 
ixclinations,is evident; becauſe the hand removed that held th:m 
to that Bend, they.preſently ply. back to. their former Reditrge z 
when.the- Biſhop..and that, bold Iformer axe.come for London, all in 
a trice is.compoſed at Briſtol, | ' :', i T1: 
| Here now is the: time for the:Chorus, to ſtrike in 3 for though 
the other hammered out this excellent piece, yet the Jurors by 
ſubſcribing have made it their own 3 and they all with one. vozce 
(at leaſt therIuformer would. have us believeſo) ſing a magnificer, 
they rejoyce and bleſs God for bis Lordſhips. great care and diligence, 
(one would think theſe TRUE-HEARTS were. yery devout ) 
and indefatigable engeavaurs (he has. been buſie enough of. all Con- 
ſeience ) and hope that he will not be diſconrag'd from bis honourable 
and worthy undertakings : Honourable 8nd Worthy ? this makes me 
remember, that he has more than once'own'*d himſelf an Informer 
upon: the-Bexch.,and alſo. thoſe. { « 'Emiorbras mpener } things 
which become. a, Biſhop 3. which the Father ſaith, , (or rather \the 
Synod of Alexandria.) are mildneſs :aud _ | THEM 
devotion, not threats and terrourf ; and 


alſo that of another Biſhop, and Father *'Ex #5Guv 2 dmwAar, n 5 iworbeng 


ceive Popery.;; But ſome are..as good at. long: fetebes as T am-at.a  . 


of the Fuſtices with th?. Biſhop, to prevent the. growing miſchiefs : I. 


if 
p pp 
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4 | 4 *'E a”. , ' 
of the-Churchb, If a legal force were offered x) emexeiag & Emmonxonmors meine: T4 


gyor. As the ſticklers for Arriys are 


iſt iſmodi Ju )-to \bring: mea-20, the true. uporiided ; 4th. p+ ,723. 
fainh, the. Epiſcopal Aitaboriry C @Q-L. 0 
think: Do&rina may be. here interpreted ). world gppoſe at ſelf, 


and exclaim, He 4s the God: of the Univerſe he weeds not an 
D #navoidable 
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Puts Unauirſatis ot obſequio ni tgit ut nenav6idable obſeroityce by requires not 
| tefſario non requirit coattan tonfaſſionem. | ,p enfore'd confeſſion 3 the wrath of man 
Hilar. Fol. 82. &- 6. worketh not the praiſe of God; and 
that of avother Father, an excellent perſon z We deſire not that any 
ſhould be enforc'd whether he will or no to worſhip God, the Creator 
of all ( velint nolipt colat aliquis invitus ) #or are offended if 


any refuſe ta Worſhip, for we rely on the 


Confidimus enim Majeſtati ejus qui tam Majeſty of Heaven, who is as well able t9 
__—_ ſut _— poteſt fuer. gg revenge the contempt of himſelf, as 
Oy ms coped; pains and ſufferings of bis Ser- 


vants. 

Fly, Which is the laft, their reſolute Ingagement * Is this a time 
of the day to be at that Lock? This I ſhall tranſcribe verbatim 
for in ſo folemn a thing T muſt not vary a Syllable. And weds 
hereby ingage in the name of our ſelves and all other, the Loyal Citi- 
Zens, Burgeſſes and Inhabntants of thu City, That we are and ſhall be 
ready to Sacrifice our lives and fortunes with yon, in the defence of his 
Majcſties Perſon,Crown and Dignity, and the eftabliſhed Laws. This 
ſeems to make a diſtinion, as if fome Citizens, Burgeſſes and In- 
babitants were not Loyal; which all ate preſum'd to be until the 
contrary be prov'd : Theſe words alſo, are and ſhatl be ready, had 
others ſpoke them, might have minded the Depaty-Lzentenants to 
examine what Arms -they keep 3 eſpecially, if it be remenbred, 
what Language has drop'd both itom thefe, and other TRUE- 
HEARTS, in ordinary Diſconyſe, too ill to be here inſerted 3 
this mention of lives azd fortnnes, minds me rmorcover, that F have 
read the ſame in the Hly-League 3 and the Sacfiftcrng of theth 
looks like throwing out the Gantle?, were there any who would 
enter the Lifts: And though the Ivpagement in groſs catrics an 


innocent Face, yet,if well confidered,by their conjoyning, with his 


M4FESTIES PERSON, CROPN,' AND DIGNTTT,-THE F- 


STABLISHED LAWS, afid remembring what Eazy they are - 


ſo zealow about, they ſeem to irhpſy, That ſhould our Soveraign 
withhis Parliament in wiſdom think fit to alter atiy pthzal Lov, 


( ſuch particularly as relate to Diſſezters, they ſhould be no longer 


ingag*d to be faithful: to the: Crown and this exactly accords 
with the Holy-Leagir, wherein they ingzg 410" preſerve Heney Yhe 


third of France and-his Succeſſirs ih the Sire; Hottour, 4mbority, 8c6:: 
but with Limitations of their own, ACCORDING TO ARTE 


CLES TO BE PRESENTED, and, let men talk what they will 
EPs about 


-— 
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about the. Covenant ( in which you know I am not concern'd ) 
and compare it with the Leagge 3 for —_— I'believe there is a 
much greater reſemblance and analogy, b&twixt the' Leagye and 
this Ingagement 3 for they agree exadly in their Eugs 3. that was 
and this is evidently defign'd to exterminate and root out all thole = ; 
who ſhall but dare difſext from the eftablifhed Worſhip : But, blefſed - wg ubz 
be God, we live under a moſt wiſe and gracious Soveraign z and al Jagre. 
things are in peace and quietz and we ftuſt and pray, that they 
will fo continue 5 nor cant imagine what reafon there was for 
this #1ſeaſonable pjece of Gallantry,unſeaſonabie ſure, if it deſerve 
no worſe a refle4ion , for what ( at leatt on the Diſſenters part ) 
can compel them into any Diſorder, ſo long as they Keep them 
thus firm unto that old and ſafe Ryle ( which I hope the TRUE- 
HEARTS will alſo. learn g Religton | | 
is to be defended not by killing, but by Defendenda eft Religio non 0ccidendo ſed ms- 
dyingz not by Rage but by patience ; Wm ly yo patigntid z Uk Lo 3 
And if the@Sacrificing above, may be c. 20. j. 
interpreted into this ſenſe, I ſhould in 
this ſubſcribe together with the Jxrors. | 

And now, Sir,give me leave once more to apply my Diſcourſe 
unto theſe worſhipful Gallauts: You Gentlemen of the Fury, ſtand 
together, and hear your Charge : Is this fardle do you thinka fit 
preſent for an Epiphany Seffions ? whereof ſome are pieces of coun» 
terfeit ſizff', very falſe, and of a falſe dye, that hold not colour 3 
others are mixed, wherein a very little zr#th, like ſome. threads of 
Silk intrwoven with Wooſted, give agloſs, though a.pitiful, unto 
an abundance of xntruth , or at leaft trifling, idle, and. of go zſe in 
the during World all ſullied with a deal of foul Langaage, as 
with ſomuch dirt, I hope you will conſider of it, and take what 
I have written for a Frzendly and Civil Admonition ( ſhould you 
obtain a ſight thereof ) : But if any ſhall vex, and put themſelves 
into afret, ( as ſome of you they ſay are heady enough, and apt 
to be outragious, ) let me adviſe you, that betore you give vent 
to that Rage, and let it fly in the face of any, you will in coo! blood 
duly weigh whats written,and whether/it may not be thought a 
neceſſary defence.and that you:your ſclves have ſo rexdred itz and 
whether conſidering the;virulency of your Addreſs. you;have.not 
been treated with modeſtly and much .texderneſs ; Beſides 1 bope, 
that it may prove a warning to you ( pollibly to ſome others ) 
that for the future, you more carefully examine, what you thus 
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ſubſcribe and ſwear z, for I charitably think,that as to the greateſt 
number, there was no great malicein the Caſe 3 and have you not 
more Reaſon: to-be offended with thoſe who ſurprized you into 
this Indiſcretion , than with me who would dete& the Abuſe, 
that you be not made the Authors of that Miſchief, you never de- 
ſigned? there were always ſome men ( fit for deſperate enterpri- 
zes ) who being plung%d into the Mire themſelves , do make it 
their Bxſixeſs to allure others into. the ſame puddle; And is not 
this a wiſe piece of work do you think? or have you been well 
us?d to be made the Inſtruments of ſuch mens Villanies ? and that 
you mult, not only urge on the Biſhop to a further proſecution of 
your own Relations, Friends, and innocent and peaceable Nezgh- 
bours who needs no Spurs 3 and permit ſucha pernitious and dan- 
gerous preſentment to be exhibited to theBexch, without any regard 


to: the Honour and ſafety of the Czty, whereof you are, and which - 


you ſay you repreſent; But alſo by appealing, firſt to the Burgeſſes 
for the City,and by them to the High Conrt of ParliaFentras is the 
acknowledg'd import of the laſt Sefton ) have oblig*d others to 
rake into this Kennel, lay your -pitiful fardle open, and expoſe 
your Imprudences: to publick view: For my part I have, I proteſt, 
no Animoſity againſt any of you all, nor have I the leaſt againſt the 
Compoſer thereof himſelf : But truth and Inxocenuce muſt be vindi- 
cated. And with that proteſtation, I bid you Farewell : 

Atlength Sir, I ſuppoſe you are heartily glad, as well as I, that 
we are 'arriv'd to this perzod for T am very ſenfible that you can- 
* not but be tyred with this tedious ſtory;and that I have indeed of- 
fered you no ſmall T#digzity, in refuting thoſe little ſuggeſtions, 
whoſe vanity was diſcernable to your piercing .Eye at the firſt 
Bluſh; Thavenothing more to add but to beg your excuſe for ha- 
ving beeno loog already, and to ſubſcribe my ſelf, Tours, 8c. 


Poſtſcrapt: 


Since the writing hereof, I have received a fuller account, b6th 
of the Arts us'd in ſhuffling together that pack of Furors, and alſo 
a Copy of another, the very next Preſentment, of a different Hue 
from what is here examin'd ; both which I have fubjoyn'd entire- 
ly. as they came to hand, without any alteration or remark, Vale, 


SIR 
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I Did expe that the Report, of the Grand Furors Preſentment 
E exhibited'to the Court laſt Epiphany-Selfions, would ( if it 
reach*d your Ears) fill you with Wonder, fince it did at firſt (be- 


L -SIR, 


_ fore the intrigue was examin'd ) moſt of the Inhabitants: That 


a City celebrated throughout the Kingdom for its good Govern- 


ment, and the civility of the Citjzens,ſhould by thoſe that pretend 


to repreſent the ſtate thereot, be ſo traduced. I could wiſh the 
Scandal had never paſſed beyond the Gates, and that the obloquy 
and Reproach faltned upoa the City by that Addreſs had not, {as 
I hear it has) ſpread it ſelf over the whole Nation. It's my inten- 
tion by this to you, to give you ſome account (in order to the 
vindication of the City and your own ſatisfaction) how this 7ary 
and Preſtntmeut was contrived and brought together z that the 
ſpiteful Machinations of a few ill-men, may not affix a perpetual 


| ignominy upon the Inhabitants of that place, for which I have ſo 


deſerved a reſpet; And therefore that I may render you a more 
perfect account, how this ill-tavour'd thing had its production, 
it will be neceſſary to trace it from its firſs cauſes and original 3 
You have doubtleſs heard of the ſeverity, with which ſuch as in 
ſome things difſFat from the publick Eſtabliſhments, in point of 


Religious Worſhip, have been proſecuted ſince the coming of the 


Bifhop to the City ( which was about Michaelmas laſt) z and how 
much an Attorxey, who about that time turn*d Informer, hath con- 
tributed to the diſquiet of the City, and their vexation, This 
pragmatical Taformer is the chief ( it aot the alone ) contriver of 
that InveFive, whoſe endeavours have been reſtleſs ever fince he 
undertook that Province, to ſet all hands on work he could pol- 
ſible influence or prevail upon, to further and promote that wick” 
ed Deiign h2 had reſolved on; which was ( as it hath been given 
out) toruin and undo the'innocent and peaceable Diſfſenters (that 
being the only crime which with any colour of truth their moſt - 
implacable Adverſaries cancharge upon them._) And therefore he 
well knowing of what advantage to his purpoſes it would be, to 
have a Grand Fury pack*d together that might moſily confiſt of 
{itch as were his Confidents, and of the ſame inclinations towards 
their Neighbours as himfclf ; he prevails ſo far in his De- 
fign, that all on a ſudden the Warrant iſſued out by the under- 
Sheriff to ſummon a Fury tor that Setfions as had been uſual (and 
which was delivered to the Bayliff Itixerant,and the perſons there- 

in 
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in named, accordingly ſummoned”) was remanded from the Bay* 
liffz divers of thoſe formerly. warned,raced out, and the mot vig- 


lent and kerce perſons againſt the Diſſentersin the whole City, in- | 


ſcrted in their room 5 ſach ſome of them were, as can; hardly 
hear the mention of any that differ'd from them, without a great 


dca) of Raillery and bad language 3 Dogs, Rogues, Villains, Rebels, * 
and ſuch like compellations were the civility with which they v- | 


(:d to treat them 3 and theſe are the well-bred-Gentlemen who 
were intended by this informing Attorney,to countenance the Cha» 


racer he meant to beſtow on the City of Briſtol, and the Diſſen- | 


ters therein ; And ſo few were there to be found of this ſanguine 
complexion throughout that populous City, that one who had 
ſcrved on the Fury at the Seſſions immediately before, muſt now 
again be taken in to compleat the number 3 who might have been 
excuſed, and the Court for that Reaſon was contented 3 but the 


Foreman inform'd them,that he was now willing to ſerve: So well *. 


did theſe Gentlemen underſtand one anathers minds, and the de- 
ſign they were to bring about before they came there, And. its 
further remarkable , that this very fellow had given out before, 
that now there would be a Grand- Fury that ſhould do the Phana- 
ticks work, firſt take away their Eſtates, and then lay them in Jayl. 
The Fwrors being thus combined, and packed-together 3 the _ in- 
forming Attorney was always with them, as if he had been one of 
their number : and beſides, he and thoſe violent perſons I before 
mentioned had alſo their pfivace Clubs, and after almoſt three 
months continuance together for ſo long doth the Seilions moſt- 
ly continue here )) the Preſextment is brought forth by the Mid- 
wiferyand athiſtance of the Attorney. And now Sir, I dare fay 
you will ceaſe to wonder at what they pretended, ſince nothing 
leſs could.be expected from perſons ſo qualified, and by ſuch Ar- 
tice brought together ; And I cannot believe any rational man 
will make an eſtimate of the City, from what is ſaid in the Iave- 
ve; Taſſure you,it deſerves no ſuch Character, neither are there 
any diſturbances therein,but what are of this Informer,and his con- 
fidents making 3 and' that you may be ſatisfied that the fiate of 
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things there is quite otherwiſe than is therein repreſented , I here- 


with fend you a Copy of the Preſextment of the Gr244- Ferors, the 
very next Seſſions following,which conſitt:d of pertons indifferent- 
ly choſen,and of.as much conſcience and loyalty, and of as conſide- 


rable quality and intereſt as any of the former ; and not charge- 


able i. 
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SPAS which as 2 full 
- i« for deſerting the publick Worſhip , which will ſeem as 2 full 
E-] | wr trke of . Fords Preſentment , and alfo diſmiſs me for gi- 
” | ving you any father tronble, more than to rell you that 1am, 


a | \. Sir, Towrs, Cc. 
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+ To the Right Worſbipful Ralph 0/1;ffe Eſquire, Mayor, 
d and the Worſhipful the Aldermen, his Majeſties Juſti- 
y | ces of the Peace forthe City and County of the City 
n , of Br iftol. ” Tr 


Hu. The humble Petition and Preſent ment of the Grand Inqueſt for the 
_ Body of the City and County of the City aforeſaid, at the General 


ts Seffions of the Peace begun decimo tertio die April. Anno Regni 
- Regis Carol. ſecundi'Dci Gratia, &c- nunc vicellimo ſeptimo.. 
4- 

1. Right worſhipful, . 

n- and worſhipful, p 

of 


Ke VV greater Temporal Bleiſing can a City enjoy than to 

be in the peaceable and quiet poſſeiſion of its Rights 
"uy {and Priviledges under the regiment and diſcipline of wholſome 
1- IEaws and Conftitutions,and under the care and condudt of loyal, 


diligent, and prudent Magiſtrates ? And what greater Evidence 


can there be that this City is under the enjoyment of this Bleſ- 
'S fing, than the peaceable poſture of Aﬀairs in General z and allo 
S your peaceable litting in this place , upon theſe great and ſolemn 
| FOccaſions? executing the Laws, not to the gratification of the 
'*” [[Humours and pallions of men; but according to the didates.of 
hg Right Reaſon,adminiſtring Juſtice impartially with that prudence 
pt and moderation, that are both the preſervatives of Power, and 
bi requitite qualifications in the right adminiſtration thereof, The 


tipfideration hereof ( Right Worſhipful and Worſhipful ) doth. 
Rage us account it our bounden duty to embrace the preſent op+ 


"EA. 


zortunity you have been pleaſed to put into our hands, to render : 


ts ſod our molt ſincere and hearty thanks, humbly praying the fa-- 
vi | \; durable acceptance thereof; and your indefatigable and unwea- 
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ried endeavours in continuing the peace; and pro 
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pineſs, welfare,and proſperity ek this City,the,Govexnmeat where-- 


of you are intruſted with.. - Andalthough we will-not herein pre=.; 
ſume to preſcribe unto your Worſhips; yet we humbly crave leave | 
to offer to:your conſideration the words of a late Reverend Bis ! 


ſhop of this Realm delivered in a Sermon, and preach'd before the: 


King, and publiſhed by his Majeſties ſpecial Command, (viz) 


Whatever Diſpures have been raiſed” concerning the -lawfulneſ; of 
puniſhing men for their diſſenting conſcience in matters of Religion : 
yet never any man queſtioned the lawfulneſs of puniſhing men for theirs 


prophaneneſs and'contempt of all Religion ( ſuch men as renounce 
Conſcience, cannot pretend that they ſuffer for it); 'and certainly 
this Vice doth up>n many accounts delerve-the greateſt ſeveritics 


of Laws, as being in its own naturEdeſtructive of Government | 


and the peace of all humane Societies , befides the miſchiefs con» 
ſcquent upon it from Divine Vengeance. Ms al 


Abraham Edwards _ Abraham Barns Sammel Price.. 
Thomas Weare Fobn Holiſter Thomas Paxſtox 
George Morgan Francis Little Thomas Warren 
David Dorveal William Weaver FTames Longman 
Robert Hook, William Ball Fohn Gray Juniors. -. 
William Woodward. | | LEIIED>. \s 
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